Critical access hospitals: rural nursing issues.
Critical Access Hospitals (CAHs) are a recent federal initiative to address the fiscal concerns of small rural hospitals and improve access to healthcare for rural residents. A national effort exists to examine the outcomes of this federal initiative, but there is a paucity of information about nursing in CAHs. This pilot study, using survey techniques, examined rural nurses' perceptions of CAH conversion. The authors discuss the authorizing legislation, Medicare Rural Hospital Flexibility Program (MRHFP), and highlight survey findings on nurses' perceptions about hospitals that converted to CAH status. The information can be used by nursing administrators and educators to prepare nurses to work in CAHs that are located in more remote areas of the United States.